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A MILITARY PLEBISCITUM.

It will be remembered by every reader that ‘the
present Emperor of the French submitted to ?he
people of France, in the year 1852, the question
whether they approved or not his overthrowing
the Republic, which dated from the revolution (?i
1848. All who approved were invited to deposit
a ballot bearing the word ¢ yes;” sll who diap-
proved were invited to deposit a ballot bearing the
word “no.”” The people being thus gummoned,
the vote was officially announced as follows :

Voted yoo.... ...-..............7,4392!6
Voted no.... 640,737

After the popular vote on the eoup d’ état, a
second plebiscitum was had on the question whether
Louis Napoleon should assume the imperial crown
or not. The result of the ¢ election” was thus offi-
oially proclaimed :

Voted yes.... .- 7,524,189
Voled D0.cve creesacansisnnsnssansss 253,115

It is on this bise that the present impe‘rinl
dynasty of France rests for its popular ratifieation.

These precedents of the French Ewperor have
just been domesticated in our own counixy, sad
applied on a small scale to the people of Norfolk,
where, as our readers are aware, the military com-
mander has invited =il the citisens to vote on the
question whether they prefer to be governed in
some things by their own municipal authorities,
or would rather be governed in all things by the
will of the military commander. The terms of
this interesting problem are thus stated by Gen.

SHEPLEY :

«+ HEADQUARTERS DisT. OF EASTERN VIRGINIA,

i Norfolk, (Va.) Juns 22, 1864,

 gpEcIAL ORDERE No.B0.—Mauy loyal eit zeos of Nor-
folk baving represented to the milifary euthorities in this
department that they do not desire a continuance of the
municipal government that bas heretofore been _mr,ugmnud
by the Commanding Geueral, it has beeu detarmiced before
any fiosl action is taken upon these petitions Lo tuke an ex-
prezsion of the preference of the eitizens themeelves st the

1

. sess EESsSSERSS anss

8.
- Ou the day of the ensuing mucieipal election in the city
of Norfolk, a poll will be opened at the several places of
voting, and separate ballot boxes will be kept open durizg
$he hours of voting, in which votars may deporit their bal..
lots, *yes' or ‘no, upon the following gu:stion: Those
in favor of continuing the present furm of muvicipsl gov
ernment during the exirt-nos of militegy oceupation, will
vote ‘yes' Those opposed to it will vote ‘no” "

The great respect shown by Gen. Shepley for the
¢ preference of the citigens themselves” ina mat-
ter purely concerning their municipal government,
and his willingness to dispense with the latter if
the people desire, revives the best traditions of
what Dr. Lieber calls “imperatorial democracy.”
In a new edition of his work on “ Civil Liberty
and Self-government” he will have an excellent
opportunity of showing that military commauders
in the United Btutes can ““loyally "’ adopt the
same institutes of authority which he finds wor-
thy of condemnation in the present Emperor of
the French. The question, as far as it relates to
the city of Norfolk, is thus considered by one of
our Administration contemporaries, the St. Louis

Union. It says: :

“ As most of the voters will be amongst the soldiers, sut-
lers, and hangers-en of the army, s large portion of the eiti-
rens baviog been diafranchlmf by rebellious scts or mili
tary orders, it should pot be a matter of much consequence
whether they vota to be governed by Msyors or Majors,
Conpstables or Corporals; but the prineiple iteelf is rather
swnovelly, which doubtless originated in the prolific brain
of the department commander. It simply smounts to this:
ihat when s wunieipal or »tate government becomes offen
aive to s department commander on accountof its coldness
or lukewarmuness, be can get up an election amonget his
soldiers, snd those who can be influenced by the sharp ar-

ment of steel bayonets, to squelch the whole eoncern,
snd thus reduce the city, district, or Siate to a system of
pure military government.

“ The evident fsb{ut it to populariza martisl law—to
bring into action, by popular voles, s eystem that hee
hitherto been inaugurated, not so much by the expressed
will of the people, ss * by force sud arme’ It serves an
admirable purpose in shifiing responsibility from civil and |
military officers, and fixiog it upon the people themaelves.
It reconciles the dapute us to prerogalive in this matter
between the President and Congress, and brings it direc:ly
back to fitst principles—the undoubted soversignty of the

jple. 1t gives s man a0 opportunity to choose whether
m morsl disesses shiall be cured by hemp; rdministered in
the old style by a jury of his peers, alter » long dingnosis of
the case, or by leaden pills st the haods of & regimental
rovost, in obedience to a sbhort drum-bead investigation.

t leaves him no ground for complaiut either, for when he
wakes up some moruing, after s bight's debauch, in which
he gabbled drunken treason, and finds himsell kneeling in
front of twelve loaded muskels all pointed at his breast, he
knows that by his vote he bas mwoulded the bullet that will

pierce his brain. .
“+ Ro the struck eagle, stretebed upon the plain,
No more through rolling elouds to roar again,
Viewed his oWn teather on the fatal dart,
Which winged the shaft that quivered io bis beart.’

+ In fact there are several points tojthis matter that bave
quite & favorable lonk. Although we are opposed to
“State suicide,’ we koow of no buman law to punish u
man for killivg himself. Btill, as we are opposed to * hari-
kari' #8 & general priveiple, we think we stould vota for
eivil goverument, unless we should be pricked ioto & vol-
untary baliot on the other side.”

The * election” ordered to be had on the ques- |
tion submitted by Gen. Bhepley has been held, and
the result is thus officially announced by his mili-
tary superior, Gen. Butler. We quote from a|
Geperal Order dated * Headquarters Department
Virgivia and North Carolina, in the Field, June
80th, 1864

W The loyal citizens of Norfolk defermined, %ith a uns.
nimity almost usexsmpled, by & vole of THREE HUNDRED
AND THIRTY TO SIXTEEN, sgairst the further trial of the
expenmect of 8 municipal government which gave ae re-
sulte 1o them coly taxes and salaried «flicers, withou: sny
corresponding benefita.

o It will be observed thatthis vote was more than three
times as Inrge as that by which the experiment of eivil go-
vernment was set on foot. Bome doubts upon the legal
formality of this vole were attempted to be cast by inte-
res od parties, and proclamation was made that the adbe-
reots aud salaried officers of the restored government
stould not vote upon the question submitted. Yot that it
was 80 overwhelming expression of the opinion of the eiti-
geDs 18 seen {rom the fsel that three buodred sud fifty votes
were cnst upun the questions, while only one bundred and
nine were cast by ali parties for their respective cand dales
to il the seversl eivil offiors

“ Now, as there were at least two eets of enndidates
yoted tor, containing a list of some forty-five officern who
would have place in the eivil government in each set, it’
would seem that but twenty voles were cast for oity offi-
cers exctpt by those who were interested in being elect-
ed—sssumivg slways thst the men running for office in a
city vote for each other.

“ It in the duty and provinee of the Government of the
United States to afford protection to all ita citizens in the
manner most ¢ ffaotual and beneficial to them, and, so far
as o nsistent with the Coostitution and Inwe, in such man
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It bas boen heretofore supposed 1o our country
that when the clvil authority was either partially or
wholly subverted by the military,it was done under
the pressure of & conoeived military neoessity, and
for reasons purely military in their pature and
motive, 'The ckse of Norfolk is, we believe, the only

to make the overthrow of the eivil suthority de-
pend, not upoa wilitary considerations, but upon
an assumed expression of the popular will, pro-
cured under military regimen, It isa sad u_p?otlele
when the orderly forms and processes of civil gov-
ernment are temporarily suspended by lawful
authority in & lawful way, as in the oase of Ken-
tucky, placed this day under martial law b:y'pro- -
clsmation of the President; but this is a mxl.xta.ry
act, which has ¢ military pecessity”’ to plead in its
justifiontion. The prooeeding of Gen. .Shspley
implies that the people can rightfully dispossess
themselves of their lawful eivil govetnment, aud
place themselves in the hands of a military ruler,
to be governed henceforth at his disoretion. And
it further implies that a military governor can ab-

sorb in his single person all the functions of the

civil authority, not only when and where ¢ mili-
tary necessity’” may seem to cogstrain such a step,
but whenever and wherever he can procure from
the people an assent, real or forced, to the exer-
cise of unlimited power over their lives and pro-

party. L
RESIGNATION OF SECRETARY CHASBE.

We have to snnounce to our readers that the
Hon. SALMON P. CHASE, the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, yesterday regigned his office, and, his resigna-
tion having been accepted by the P’resident, he has
retired from the conduct of the Treasury Depart-
ment.

This announcement, we are sure, will be received
by the country with equal surprise and regret, for
whatever differences may obtain with rgard to the
financis! system which has been insugurated under
the administration of Mr. CHAsg, it will mot be
denied by any that he has brought to the discharge
of his duties the highest capacity and the purest per-
sonal integrity. Itisknown that yesterday was the
termination of the fiscal year for 1863—4, and Mr.
Chase has therefore been able to close theadmiinie-
tration of his office with the close of the year. It
was supposed by mavy that he would have resigned
his place in the Government on the restoration of
Gen. Blair to his command in the army, but it was
replied by his friends that he could ot with pro-
priety do so at that time, when his official conduot
was just put on trial before a” committee of Con-
gress. .

The country is not yet officially apprised of the
immediate considerations of public duty which have
covstrained Mr. Chase to take the step thus an-
pounced. But we believe.we run no risk of
misstatement when we say that this determination
was brought about by  difference of opinion be-
tween the Presidentand the Seoretary with regard
to the appointment of certain officers connected
with the Treasury Department, and particularly of
the leading financial officer of the Government
in the city of New York, where the Secretary
deemed it of especisl importance to secure the
serviees of an oficer who should be selected on the
ground of financial qualifications rather thanin de-
ference to considerations of politiosl interest. It
may also be proper to sdd that the Seocretary was
perhaps partially influenced in arriving at his de-
termination by the apparent reluctance of the
Committee of Ways and Means in the House of
Representstives to suthorize the sdditional taxs-
tion which ke deemed nomore than adequate to meet
the exigencies of the Government for the ensuing
fiscal year. i

Qur readers are aware that it has not been in our
power to concur in opinion with the distinguished
Secretary on some of the fundamental measures of
his policy, and among such messures we may spe-
cially indicate the legislation impressing on Treasury
notes the quality of legal-tenders. But sfter his
policy was deliberately sdopted by Congress and
sicepted by the country we felt it our duty to give
all possible support to those subsidiary measures’ of
Jegislation on which the ruccess of the system was
seen to be dependent. And we were the more
encouraged to do so by the raré financial skill
which, ss we conceived, Mr. Chase has brought to
the performance of duties more responsible, vexa-
tious, and exacting than were ever before laid on
the shoulders of any minister of fisance in ancient
or modern times. The demands made upon the
Federal Tressury by the expenditures of the war
bave been prodigal without precedent in the his-
tory of nations, and bave far transcended the ex-
pectations of the country or of the Becretary him-
solf at the beginuing of the war. ~Yet these ever-
growingand never relaxing demands have been met
by the Secretary with a fertility of resource whioh,
in sorcly taxing his ingenuity, has demonstrated
his financial ability and skill. It is easy for those
who question the soundness of his whole financial
system to trace all the difficulties of the present
financisl situation 40 what they may deem the
radical vice of that system, but it is only just to
say that the exactions made on the financial sys-
tem of Mr. CHAsE by the extravagance of our
military expenditures, and by the unexpected
length of the war, have been enough to break
down suy system, however sound in its basis, or
however espubly sdministercd. Our only woader
is that the Secretary has so long been able to make
face against the cver-accumulating mass of indebt-
eduess entailed by obligations in the assumption of
which, to the amount of tens of millions, he has some-
times not even been consulted by his colleagues in
the Government, but for the payment of which he

was expected to provide.

per aa they desire and all experience has shown that, in
a disorgavized state of saciety, ineident upon a stats of
war, and especially civil war, a military grvernment, pro- |
erly administered, affords the best protection to property,
iberty, and life.
. "rghettmr that military government h_n been properly
sdministered in the city of Norfolk, during the two yesrs
that it hae been under military rule, and expecially whe
ther that military governwent has been properly admir is-
tered during the past eight mounthe, aod has secured the
substantial benefits of good government in the eity of Nor-
folk, it is not proper for this order to stato.

+ The eitizens of Norfolk have spoken upon that subject
with sufficient distinetoess to inform the jndgment of the
Commanding Geneial

« Therefore, il is ordered, That all sttempts to exercise

eivil office and power under sny supposed oity eleotion,
within the eity of Norfolk and ita environs, must ceass,
and the persons pretending to be eleoted to civil offices at
the Iute elestion, and those heretifore elected to musicipal
offices #ince the rebellion, must no longer attempt to
exarcise suoh funetions ; and upon any pretence or atiempt
#0 to do, the Military Commandant at Norfolk will Seo to
nuumpmullnuﬂumm;ndquwm.

"MR. CHASE'S SUCCESSOR.

We understand that the President has nomi-
nated Ex-Governor Davip Top, of Ohio, as the
sucoessor, of Mr, Chase in the administration of
the Treasury Department in the present orisis,
which more than ever demands financial capacity
and experience in the incumbent of this most diffi-
oult and responsible post. We are not apprized
of the peculiar qualifieations he brings to the duties
of the position, though, if we may judge from
our knowledge of his political antecedents, we
might deem it safe to augur that, in nominating
him to succeed Mr. Chase, the President con-
templates & radioal departure from the * paper

one in which the military commander has assumed |

i
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Eszokaquer. -ﬁ:-&nmwM!ll'li Demo-
ml.h.lls well koown for the sl m’;::;

Bacity with which he has unifors

‘any thig but & metallio currency, sad be carries

his opposition to  paper money”’ so far hat on one
oceasion, when the comparative virtdes of thie
specics of ourrency and of hard money yere under
discussion in Ohio, he solemuly annouuced that if
there were not gold and silver enough to furnish a
circulsting medium for the country he would pre-
fer to melt down all the iron pots in the land and
ooin them into ““hard money’” rather than to make
money of any thing that was not metallio. And it
is in recognition of this determined préference of
his for & metallic currenoy, however an, that hois
popularly known in Ohio as ¢ pot-metal David Tod.”
It remains to be seen whether, on assuming the duties
of his office, he will discard the ‘ paper money”
of Mr. Chase and give us & ‘bhard mpney” like
that which was ourrent among the ans in
the days of Lycurgus. If the war ?;::Id last
three years longer at its present rate of expendi-
tares, and if Mr. Secretary Tod, in his addiction to
a “metallio currency,” should insist on defraying
its expenses in pot:metal, it is at least pafe to say
that his adminietration of the Treasury Depait.
ment, however economical, will be attended with a
considerable rise in the price of culinary utensils.
P. 8. After writing as above, we ldarned al s
late hour last nig':t that Mr. Tod, while his nomi-
nation is yet pending in the Senate, has, by tele-
graph, declined the proffered honor, and the coun-
try will therefore lose the opportunity of testiog
the novel virtues of a ferruginous currency under
his admipistration. It remains tobe seen upon
whom the second choice of the President will fall
for this most difficult position.

THE NEW ENROLMENT ICT.

AX ACT further to regulate and provide fir the enrolling
snd calling out the national forces, and for other pur-
poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congrss assembled,
That the President of the Unitcd States oay, at his dis.
oretion, al any time hereafter call for any number of men
as volunteers for the respective terms of one, two, and
three years for wilitary service ; and any mch volunteer,
or, in case of draft, as hereinafter provided,any substituts,
shall be eredited to the town, towaship, vard of a city,
precinet, or election distriet, or of a counk not so i
vided, towatds the quota of which hs may lave voluntger-
ed or engaged@e s substitute ; and every vdunteer who i
accepted and mustered into the service for s term of one
year, unless sooner discharged, shall receivi, and be paid
by the United States, a bouuty of one huwdred dollars;
and if for a term of two years, unless s one| discharged, a
bounty of two bundred dollars; and if for aterm of three
yesre, unless sooner discharged, s bounty ofthres bundred
dollars; oue third of which boupty shall be jaid to the sal-
dier at the time of bis beiog gustered iub the service,
one third at the expiration of one-balf of hs term of ser-
vioe, and one-third at the expiration of his tirm of service,
And in case of his death while in seivies, the residue of
his bounty unpaid shall be paid to his widsw, if be ehall
bave left 8 widow; if not, to his children,or if thers be
none, to his mother, if she ba & widow,

Rec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 1nonse the quota,
or any part thereol, of any town, townehip, ward of a city,
precinet, or eleotion distriet, or of any ecuity not so sub-
divided, shall not be filled within the epsce of sixty days
afier snech eell, then the President uhalfimmdhwly order
a draft for one yesr to fill #uch quota, or any part thereof,
which may be unfilled ; and in case of any such drait pe
payment of money shall be accepted or meeived by the

OFrpiciaAL,
By ihe &myq: U-MM
of America. %

——
A PROCLAMATION.

WaEREAsS, by & proclamation which wis issucd
on the 15th day of April, 1861, the President of
the United States announced and declared that the
laws of the United States had been for some time
past, and then were, opposed snd the execution
thereof obstruoted, in eertain States thereiz men-
tioned, by combinations too powerful to be sup-
pressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceed-
ings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals by
law ;

And whereas, immediately after the issuing of
the said proolamation, the land and naval forces of
the United States were put into activity to sup-
press the said insurrection and rebellion ;

And whereas the Congress of the United States,
by an act approved on the 8d day of March, 1863,
did enact that during the said rebellion the Presi-
dent of the United States, whenever in his judg-
ment the public safety may require it, is authorized
to suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus in any case throughout the United States,
or in any part thercof; ' -

“ And whereas the said insurreotion snd rebellion
still continue, endangering the existence of the
Constitution and Government of the United States;

And whereas the military forces of the United
States are now actively engaged in suppressiog
the said insurrection and rebellion in various parts
of the States where the said rebellion his been
successful in obstructing the lawsand publie authori-
ties, " capecially in the States of Virginia and
Georgia ;

And wheress, on the fifteenth day of September
last, the President of the United States duly issued
his proclamation, wherein he declared that the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus should be
suspended throughout the United States in the
ocases where, by the authority of the President of
the United States, military, naval, and civil officers
of the United States, or any of them, hold persans
under their command or in their custody, either 88
prisoners of war, spies, or aiders or abettors of the
enemy, or officers, soldiers, or seamen enrolled or
drafted or mustered or enlisted in or belonging to
the land or naval forces of the United States or a8
deserters therefrom, or otherwise amenable to mili-
tary law or the Rules and Articles of War, or the
rules or regulations preseribed for the military or
naval service by authority of - the President of the
United States, or for resisting s draft, or for any
other offence against the military or naval service;

And whereas many citizens of tho State of Ken-
tucky have joined the forces of the insurgents, and
such insurgents have on several ocoasions entered
the said State of Kentucky in large force, and, not
without aid and comfort furnished by disaffected
and disloyal citizens of the United Btates residing
therein, bave not only greatly disturbed the public
peace, but have overborne the civil suthorities and

Government ss ¢ommutation to rel L5 lled or
drafted man from personal obligation to pa-ﬁmn wilitary

service.

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That i shall be lawe
ful for the Executive of suy of the States to send reoruit-
ing pgeuta into any of the Btates declared 10 be in rebel-
lion, except the States of Arkansus, Tennemee, and Louw-
sinna, to reoryit voluntears under oy call under the pro-
vicions of this aet, who shall be cr-dited to the State, aud
to the respective subdivisions thereof, which may procure
the sulistmant

Bee. 4 And be it further enacted, That draftad men,
substitutes, sud volunteeers, wheo mustered in, shall be
orgaviged 1mto or assigned to regiments, batteries, or other
orgamgations of their own BStates, aod, as far ps practios-
ble, shall, when assigned, be permitted to select their own
regiments, batteries, or other organizations (rom among
those of their respective States which at the hme of as
signment wey not ba fillsd to their maXimum oumber.

See. 6. And be it further emacted, That the twentieth
seotion of the aot entitled ** An sct to amend mn act enti-
tled an sot for enrolling and onlli:ﬂ out the natiooal foroes,
and for other purposes,” npproved February twenty.four,
oightesn bundred sod sixty-four, shall be construed to
meny that the Becretary of Wsr shall discharge minors
under the nge of eighteen years uoder the cirgumstano-s
and oo the eonditions preseribed in said seotion; and bere-
after, if aoy officer of the United States shall enlist or
muster into the military service any pareon under the age
of sixteen years, with ur without the consent of his parent
or guardian, such person so enlisted or recruit=d shall be
immediately discbarged upon paymeut of all bouaties re.
esived ; and sueh reecuiting or musteriog offieer who shall
knowingly enlist any person under sixteen yesrs of- uge
shall be dismissed the servies, with forfeiture of all pay
ard allowsnees, and shall be subject to such further pua-
whment as & eonrt-martinl may direot

Bee 6 And be it further enacted, That secilon three
of an set entitled ** Ao set to amend an et eptitled an
act for enrclling and ealling out the oatiopal foreee, and
for other purposes,’”’ approved February twenty-four, eigh-
teen hundred and sixty-four, be and the same is hercby
smended, so a8 to suthorize and direct distriet provost
marshals, under the direetion of the Provost Marshal Gene-
ral, to make & draft for one hondred per esntum in addition
to ihe number required to fill the quots of any distriot as
provided by said seotion

Hee. 7. And be it further emacted, Thal instead of travel-
ling pay, all drafted persons reporting at the place of reo-
dezvous shall be allowed transportstion from their places
of residence ; and persone dischiarged at the place of ren-
degvous shall be sllowed transpor.stion to their places of
residence.

Beo 8. And be it further enacted, That all persoos in the
naval serviee of the United Biates who bave sntered said
serviee danng the present rebellion, who have not been
eredited to the quota of any town, distiict, ward, or Biate,
by resson of their being in raid servica and not enrolled
prior to February twenty fourth, eighteen hundred and
sixty-four, shall be eorolied and credited to the quotas of
the town, ward, district, or Btate, in whioh they respeo-
tively reside, upon sutisfsotory proof of their residence
made to the Beoretary of War

Bee. 9. And be it further enacted, That, if any person
duly drafied shall bo absent fiom home in prosecution of
his usunl business, the provost macabal of the distriet shall
eaune him to be duly votified an soon ae may be, aud he shall
not be desmed a deserter, nor linble as sueh, untd notice
has been given to him, and reasonable time allowed for
him to reurm and report to the provest marshel of his
distriet ; bat such abeence shall uot otherwise nffact his
liability under thie net. =

Beo. 10. And be st further anacted, That nolhing eon-
tained in 1) in sot shall be coustrued to alter or in any way
sffact the E_rmrinmao of the seventeenth section of an set
approved February twen!y-fourth, sighteenth handred and
sixty-four, entitled an not to amend an act entiilad * An
not for enrolling and ealling out the national foreee, nod
for other purposes,” npproved Mareh third, eighteen hon-
dred and sixty three

Beo. 11 And be it further emasted, That nothing eon-
tained in this act shall be construed to alter or change the
provisions of existing laws relative to permitting persons
iinble to military servies to furnish substitutes.

Approved, July 4, 1864,

DEATH OF GEN. TAYLOR

Brig. Gen. Josern P. TAYLOR, Commistary General of
Subsistence of the United Siates nrmy, died in this city
on Wednesday. Gen, Taylor was a younger brother of the
Iate Maj. Gen. and President Zachary Taglor, I1ls en-
tared the military sarviee of the United States an third
lientenant of ths 25th infantry in 1813, and acted in the
subsistence department for most of the time thersafter
until 1820, when he was appointed & eaptsio. Flo wan
promoted major of subsistence in 1838, snd lientenant
colonel in 184], and ou the desth of Brevet Maj Gen.
George Gibson, late sommissary general of subsistence, be
succeeded that officer with the rank of colonel, Under
the aet of February 9, 1863, providing for the addition of
a brigndier geseral to the subsistencs department, Col,
Taylor was selected for that position. The deceased
officer was distinguished by the sterling qualities of &
soldier and gentleman which marked the character of his

money” system of his late Chanoellor of the

illustrious brother.

made flagrant oivil war, destroying property and
life in various parts of that State;

And whereas it has been made known to the
Presidewt of the United States by the officers com-
mandiog the nativusal srmies that combinstions
have been formed in the said State of Kentucky
with & purpose of inciting rebel” forces to renew
the said operations of civil war within the ssid
State, and thereby to eMbarrass the United States
armies now operating in the said States of Virginia
and Georgis, sud even to endanger their safety:

Now, therefore, I, ABrAHAM LiNoouw, Presi-
dent of the United States, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws, do
kereby declare that, in my judgment, the public
safety especially requires that the suspension of
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, o pro-
claimed in ghe said proclamation of the 15th of
September, 1868, be made effectual and be duly
enforced in and throughout the ssid State of Ken-
tucky, and that martiab law be for the present
established therein. 1 do, therefore, hereby re-
quire of the military cfficers in the said State that
the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus be
¢fectually suspended within the eaid Btate, accord-
ing to the aforessid proclamation, and that martial
law be established therein, to take effect from the
date of this proolamation, the said suspension and
establishment of martial law to continue until this
proclamation shall be revoked or modified, but
not beyond the pericd when the said rebellion
shall have been suppressed or come to an end.
And 1 do hereby require and command, s well
all wilitary officers as all civil officers and authori-
ties existing or found withia the said State of Ken-
tucky, to take notice of this proclsmation and to
give full effeot to the same. .

The martial Jaw herein proclaimed, and the
thiogs in that respect herein ordered, will not be
decmed or taken to interfere with the holding of
lawful elections, or with the proceedings of the
constitutional Legis'ature of Kentucky, or with the
administration of justice in the courts of law ex-
isting therein between citizens of the United Siates
in suits cr proceedings which do not sffect the
military operations or the constituted authoritics of
the Government of the United States. :

In testimony whereof, I bave hereunto set my hand and

enured the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done st the city of Washiogton this filth day of Joly,

in the year of our Lord, ove thoussnd eight
[L. 8] bundred and sixty-four, sod of the Independenoe
of the United Btates the eighty-ninth.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
By the President :

WirLiam H. FEWARD,
Becretary of Btate,

BILLS RIGNED.

We learn that all the bills passed at the session
of Congress just closed received the signature of
the President of the United States, with the ex-
oeption of that providing republican government
for States overthrown or usurped by rebellion.
This bill was originally reported by the Hon.
Hxxry Winter Davis, of Maryland, from the
pelect committee to which waa referred so muoh of
tho President’s annual message as related to the
roconstruction of States. It was amended by the
House, 80 as to require a majority of the people to
engage in the work of reconstruction, oto., and was
passed in that form by the Menate.

The bill of much interest to many of our oiti
regulating proceedings in onses of landlords
tenants, bas become a law, and also the bill appro=

one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for

‘| the completion of the Washington Aqueduot.

THE WAR IN vn_onlu.
DESTKUCTION OF THE ENEMY'S RAILROADS.
A '_auiu 'WITH OUR CAVALRY.

—
Special Despatch to the New York Tribume.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Wednesday, Juns 29—10 P. M.

At lenglh, Wilsou's cavalry expedition, which marched
nine days sgo with the purposs of destroying the Danville
railrosd, bas been heard from through other than rebel
souroes.

Copt. Whittaker, of Wilson's staff, with an escort of,
forty wen, left the head of the returning column at Reams's
Station, on the Weldon railrond, fifteen miles below Pe-
tersburg, early-this mornivg, snd reached Meade's head-
quarters at 11 A. M. He ulashed bis way through & co-
lumn of rebel infsotry, which wss movieg down to inter-
oept our cavalry, losing in the dash twenty-five of his forty,

bat he got through.

Wilson’s command consists of his own and Kautz's divi-
sions. Not halting on the way oat to more than tempora-
rily break the Weldon road, which he did al Reaaw's Sta-
tion, he moved rapidly fo Burkaville, the iotersestion of
the Dauvills and Rishmond and the Petersburg and Lynch-
burg roads. thirty miles from Richmond. '

Then commenced the work of destruction with all the

might of thoussnds of sctive men. Up to this time he
met but little opposition. With headquariers at Burks-
ville, be dispatched eommands in each of the four direc-
tiovs where lay = reil 1.1 this way, on the Danvills
road he burned bridges forty miles apart, and thoroughly
destroyed, to the burning of every tie and twietirg of
every rail, some twen y miles between. On the Peters-
burg and Lynchburg road he utterly destroyed thirty
mileg, and fired bridges outside of that distance.

Having effected Igo objeet of his raid, be now looked
out for bis lines of retreat, already threatened by
gathering rebels, He turned to ome back. He met
skirmishing, right, lett. frunt, rear, but nothing not essily
ridden through uotil last night at Btony Creck, on the
‘Weldon road, eighteen miles below bere. There the ensmy
had eoncentrated in his front, snd themvelves actacked Inte
in the sfternoon, and a severe engsgement ensued, lasting
into the pight. He met the same force that had been
dealing with Sheridan north of Riehmond, The result
does not seem to have been very decisive, although the
losses o stained and ioflicted were large. Duriog last
night he turned the ensmy’s flank, comng in batween him
snd Petersburg, preferring that to the other flank, and &
longer march. B0 far as the foree he had been fighting is
concerned, the move seems to have been successtu] He
eluded it, and would bave resched our lines by noon, but
for the rebel infantry columo which t. Whittaker dis-
covered and rode through. What cew plan he adepled on
meeting this rew element in the problem of his return—
whsther he decided to balt snd withstand an attack, or
mirch back on the path be had come—is not known.

Whittaker had sosrcely reported when Gen. Meade
ordered the Bixth Corps, the nearest, to maroh to Wilson's
mipport, as an offset to the rebel infautry; and suob of
Sheridan's cavalry as had come up from Windmill Point,
where it crossed the Jsmes, were also ordered to hasten
in the same direction. The Bixth Corp: marched early in
the sfiernoon, divested of all impediments, stripped for
marching and fighting.

Such i ths situation as far as heard from, but the edlli-
sion has doubiless n.lruda been precipitated. We shall
bear from it to-morrow. Gen. Wilson was entrusted with
an exceedingly important mission. He has accomplished
it, and he ean afford large loss on hia return, and still the
raid will be & gloriovs thing. When the Danville road
was completed two months ngo, the Richmond papers pro-
nounced it worth more than & vietory. By a parity of
reasoning. the loss of it is worse than s defeat. -

Gen. coek, ot resumiog command of his corps to-
day, issued a long special order, reviewing the achieve-
ments of the old Becond, referring to the disaster of last
week in terms of rebuke which wight be construed as s
reflection upon the way the men were handled, rather tban
upon the men, and finally stirring them with breathiog
thoughts and burning words to sull grander deeds. By
request I refrain from sendiog it for publieation.

‘I'he Petersburg inter of yesterday ie lugubriously
facetious over conckology, states that every body in the
city is learniog the art of dodging. Staid snd respeotable
oitisens dodge into the houses of utter strangers, and pene-
;;:b ever to the oellars without even saying “‘ by your

ve,"

daldy Smith bas dmrped a shell into Petersburg every
fiften minutes the lansi three days. A deserter reports
that seversl struck the market-house yestorday, that the
rebel poonton bridge was destroyed by them, and that
numbers are killed every day, Smith silenced two rebel
ba'teries across the Appomatox yesterday, but this morn-
ing they disclose two otbers fo position, which he cannot

The casualties from sharpshooters are twenty-five a day
in the Eighteenth Corps aud ss many io the Nioth. The
other corps maintsin an informal trucs. . Lee has but thirty-
five thousand men in our front. The rebels are now oon-
seripting between the ages of seventeen and fifty ; hitherto
only between eighteen snd forty.five.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.
HRADQUARTERS ARMY OP THE PoTOMAC,
June 20—4 P M.

Wilson, with his cavalry command, is near Reame's Bta-
tion, on the Weldon railroad, retarniog from his raid at
the point named, which is about eight miles from here.
The main body of the enemy's oavalry are said to be ob-
structing his progress and endeavering to prevent him from
forming a junetion with the rest of the urmy. Bberidan
bas been sent for to come to his assistance with the other
two divisions of the eavalry corps, and, pending his arrival,
the Sizxth Corps bas left its position on the left, and has
gone on the same errand.

‘While thess events are progressing on our side, a column
of the enemy, comprising about sighteen regimeuts, is ob-
sarved moving down west of the Weldon railroad. They
may ba making for Reams’s Station, in which ease a oolli-
sion is likely to occur between them and Geo. Wright's
Corps, or powsibly they may make an attack on our left,
when the Corps will have to bear the brunt of
their assanlt. Gen. Hancock, who has just resumed com-
mand of his corps, is makiog all necessury preparations for
such an event, and will not be taken by surprise. -~ -

It is said that Wileon sucoceeded in destroying farl
miles of railrosd. Last night ke was at Btony. Grove, son
of Stony Creek, a brasch of the Nottaway river, and on
attempting to oross found his passage opposed by the ene-
my. He then sent Kanix's division westward to eross the
stream higher up and then mske for the railroad pear
Resma’s statioo, in which vicinity I uoderstand the entire
eogmd inow u,b g

WO priscoers o ay report that Finnegan'
brigads, of McHone's division, now attached to Hill'a mpl:
‘was badly besten last night by Wilson, being repulsed
with severs loss in three succesxive charges mads by them.
This must bave been st Btony Creek, The frankness with
which the men admitted their defeat indionted that they
experienced no very serious regrat or mortification thereat
In fuot they seemed to rather enjoy the narration of it.
The brigade to which they belonged & part of the
rebel foree opposed to us in the battle of Olustes,

Up to this hour i1t has been very quiet in froot to-day,
but it is probable that this state of things will siortly be
interrupted.

-

Special Despateh to the New York Tribume.
HEADQUARTERA ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
Thuraday, June 30, 1864,

Al interest gentres in the cavalry—the return of the
Wilson and Kautz expeditions from the mission of destrue-
tion whieh it wrought upon the Dunville and Richmo
railroad. : .

Knutz got in to-day. His loss dose not exosed three
hundred and fifty. Wilson has not been heard from sinee
his ataff officer out through yesterday, nor is aught known
of the operations of the Sixth Corps, save that il started
on a foreed march to his relief.

Knutz broke through dense woode, abanduning four guns
and his short train. The bridle paths whioh, through per.
feot familiarity with the eountry, he was able to follow,
would not parmit the passrgs of these, His men return
utterly fagged ont. The excessive heat of the last week
coutributed Inrgely to their present pitiable econdition
Day befors yeaterday men on the skirmish line, while fight-
h? foll anleep in their saddies,

just learn that the caissons of Filzhugh's battery, the
only gunse Wilson had with him, bave come on through.
Thin implies that the gons are lost. Wilson will dinen-
tangle bimself, unless the axhaustion of the men shall pre-
vent marching. Even in that ease it is hoped that ha will
be abla $o sustain himeslf until the arrival of Wright's
Sixth Corps, sines st last accounts he was near Keama's
:t:’ﬂcn. but nine miles from Wright's point of starting st

y.
The hmwiahd upon the enemy lrpun to be even
greater than I s:‘?lpoud when writiog Iast nigh. 1t io-

cludes the destrustion of immanss supplies, saw mills, &o.

The in the fight at Stony Creek night before lant
wers ly heard in this army, and it was known it
oould nothing else than Wilson fighting his way back.

No mesna were taken to ascertain whether suocor was
Hundreds of negroes who had fallen in with the

_ been retsken.
Gen Bmith made & tration from bis front to day,
but withdrew within his works on discoveriog that by the

wes the deonstration wakened ll-"il
1 in pumber, st that polot. -

i Cowmmission |s beginning to distribute large

- oy by g by dmt'.r“‘mm

mm hangs wmore Iuniry t::n.m 1 pod

the want to the Commisrion's nolice. No rain yet.

LATE OPERATIONS NEAR LYNCHBURG.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

From the Richmond Enguirer of Juns 24th.
We received yesterday Lynobburg pspers, the first we
have seen for nearly two wecks. We wmeuke, from the
columuos of the ** Virginian,” lhe following interestiog ac-

count of recent oparations of the srmies in that vieinity :

APPROACH OF THE ENEMY,

On Friday moraing it was ascertained that the enem
Nlppron{ed withio s few miles of the eity, and in tiz
afternoon the booming of srtillery was heard on the Lynch-
burg and Balem turnpike road, near the old Quaker chureb,
about three miles distant It was MoCsusland, with some

enemy, A gun on our side was disabled at this point,
whioh, reportgaid, had fallen ioto the han

OH:I troo:; th::h{cll further back % Sedes

ter the at the Quaker church on Frida: )
noon further hostilities 3“0 wurpended uotil Bzm
moroing, when, sbout soven ¢'clock, our batteries on the
Salem tuinpike opened with an oocasional shot. At eleven
o'clock precisely o furious cannonading set in, sod, with
sowe brief intervals of eilence, was continued until late in
the afterncon Occasionally the roll of musketry was heard
:iall an sccompanimeut to the deeper-toned thunders of ar-
ery.
REPULSE OF THE ENEMY.

The live of battle extended from about halfs v
the toll gate (two and ahalf miles from L no,ﬁl:r:? o':
the Lynchburg snd Salem turopike, moving {n s direction
8 little west of north. The distance embraced by the line
must be two and a half to three miles.. From the chirae-
tr of the ground over whieh the battle raged, it is impos-
sible to give any thing lika an acourate deecription of all
the parts. Persone familiac with the* topograpby of
Lynebburg and its environs will readily understand this.
The whole eountry is & succession of hills, gorges, and
.trf).m;} H. Murrell S

r. B, H. Murrell, who was io a good position to' ob-
serve a portion of the fight, has inforn!od us that & battery
stationed on Halsey's farm did great execution.. He dis-
tinotly saw a body of eavalry, which he suppossd to
be about four thousand, drawn up i line of battle in Capt.
Barkedale's field, on the Foreat road. ‘They charged upon
our fortifications with great epirit, yelling ml' at
the top ot their voices, whiug were borne to the point
where the Doctor atood eonoenled. He heard them ery,
“ Come out of yaur boles, you d—— rebeln; we've got
you now ! come out of your boles.” Whea these infuria-
ted wretches gut within reseh of our grape and eanister
:_nr buy; let ﬂyua vollay ot lha:;;d lrliiioh ﬁ; terrible exeou-

ion. Two volleys were po nto them,
el e i
he batile ended on Saturday afternoon, and the
retrented in great haste on Saturday night. Had they re,-
mained until the next dsy we are satisfied, from the dir.
positions made General , that they would have
been captured. Their safety is not now an assured fact by
s mro.?e the battladield Bunday obs

8 over eld on Bun arving the
results of the previous day’s work. On tl{o or three con-
tiguous fields, on thefarms of Dr. Owen and John E Lee,
we counted some forty odd dead Yaukees wbo lay stiff and
sturk, and nude, » spectacle of horror. They had been
denuded, it is said, by their particular friends, gentlemen
of ** African descant.” Most of them were suppored to be
sharpshooters, who fell in advance of the enemy’s lines,
and quite near to our rifle-pits and entrenchments. Fully
three-fourths of them were shot through the head, and
others through the heart, thus showing the ncouracy of that
unerriog aim whioh sent them to their last aceount. Bome
of them were fieree looking beavily bearded ent-throats,
while a few were smooth- boys. We noticed one
who seemed to be a stripling of ecarce seventeen suwmers.
Oa the left of the S8slem turopike, neer the Quaker meei-.
ing-hbuse, we saw five graves. The wooden boards placed
at their heads stated that they were all killed on lrddny.
the 17th. On the other side of the road & wan was laid
out in & binnket with & piece of paper pinned on his breast
marked Robert J. Bimpson, cowpany 1, 1t Virginia Light

Infantry.
THE PURSUIT OF HUNTER.

Hunter reached Liberly oo his retreat on
two o'clock, our forces but a rhort

on the road to Buchavan, and » skirmish eosued,
which we are reported to bave captured about one h
{:«: PTI:O?:"‘ besides” killing and woundiog several.
nig was reported, “seemingly on good aptbority,
that the oclumn the enewy retreatiog to & hn:;
Farm road, made & stsnd-near Fanoy Farm, seven miles
from Liberty, where cur furces a'tacked them early yea-
terday morning, snd at 11 o'click, whea onrr informant
left the neighborbood of the field, all the mcooatts were:
highly favorable, and it was stated that we had taken seve-

the prospect of making important eaptures,
THE BOUTHSIDE RAILROAD,

Yesterday we mentioned that s raiding r
enemy’s oavalry psssed nesr Campbeli Onm:fgt::
Baturday, moving in the direction of the Bouthside rail-
road. This statement proved to be ecrrect, aod the ensmy
den'gned to destroy bridgs soross Jam s river, six
miles below town. They reached the vicmity of the
bridge, sod finding it too heavily guarded to be suec -

joioed the mmin body of their forces some time on
mlrnm‘g. while on th:drehm towards L
stragglers were picked up by our scou parties

brought into town Bunduy.p o o ‘n.‘

VIRGINIA AND TENNESSEE ROAD.

The damage done by the Ysokees to the Virgini
Tennesses railroad, while not fally mrtlinad.g‘:::r:g
to be very heavy. Besides the burniog of the bridges
acroes Big and Little Otter rivérs and Elk creek, the track
in #nid lt..n t;{nn up Ltc’nr peve
tween here n ig Lick have burned, and wate
tanks destroyed. Ig! theso damages be mmﬂy‘rhkd. ::
will tske some time to put the rosd in running order again.

DESOLATION BY THE ENEMY.

The scene of desolation and ruin in the borhood of
this oity, near wheris (he suemy mads their line of battle,
in positively appalling. The people were stripped of every
thing, feoces were furn down, oropa trampled up, and every
species of vandalism that savages oould think of wass prac-
rnd. Hogs,eheep, cattle, poultry, were stolen and esrried
off, and when not veeded for focd were wantanly slsugh-
tered avd lefc to rot on the groutd. Amousg others we
have hesrd of as being thus brutally despoiled wers Mrs.
Poindexter, Gen, Clay, Capt. Armwstead, Dr. Floyd, and
N. W. Barksdale, on and near the Foreet road ; on the
Salem road, Bamuel Miller, Major G. C. Hutter, and Dr.
W. Owen. There were also otbers, of whose names we
bave not been informed ; and along the entire line of the
enemy's march, s« far as we oan learn, the sama sosnes of
pluoder avd robbery were ennoted.  Capt. Pasohal Baford
wan stripped of every thing—cattle, horses, b pro-
;inogn.ld:.y , all weia taken ; and so with Capt W. M.

mith, liviog pear Lowry's, and all persona
within reach of the rond. At Li - the &1:
same, and there is scaroely & family thers who blls a

Bunday

of meal or a ration of bacon.

SINKING OF A ETEAMBHIP AT BEA.~

NINETEEN LIVES LOST.

On the morning of the 84 instan’, at one o'clock, be:
tween Barnegat snd Absecomba Lighte, the steamship
Locust Point, Capt. Hoffman, which sailed from New York
on the 2d instant for New Orlesns, esme in ecollision with
the steamer Matansas, Capt. Leisgang, from New Orleans
for New York, eausing the Locust Point to sink in seven
mionutes in fourteen fathoms of water. The Matanzas
struck her amidehips, cutting her in two. Boats were im-
mediately lowerad from the Matanzas, and, after remaining
arcund tho wreck until six o'cloek in the morniog, rue.
oeeded in saving Capt, Holfman and twelve of his erew.
and also the tollowing of the passengers:

Capt. Bodfish, «lightly injured ; .

}nj:r:; : (i‘::i JW. JB Powir:?d.h"lu"hcam' 5;7‘3':3
e " s i
Dr. G. &. Blaks, sni E?‘.".‘.'.ﬁ.’“ B e,

The Locust Point had on board twenty three crew and
eighteen paseengers; the residue, nineteen in number,
must have all been lost, The Matanzss had on board one
hundred and forty six souls, and received no injuries what-
over from the collision. The Looust Point and her eargo
are o total loss. No one saved auy thing from the wreok.
The passengors wers all aslesp at the timé,

Mr. Isaac DaNIELS, the laat of the sold .
volution rmidl&g in the eity of New 'ﬂl’l.‘:;l:!? :ntnh"?ﬁ.
neaday, aged 109 years. He served in the Revolutionsry
war under the immediate command of Gen, Washi
and fought at the batties of Monmouth, Trantan udm
Pinios, He aleo served through the wuonaig,

Crops in Canada are sufferin
look w':ll in wome parts, - & from drought, though (hey

It nppears that Morgan has oarried out his threat o
shave ihe hoads of prisoners taken in Kentuoky. A lisu-

mistake of a brigade , in marehiog his men by | tenant, eaptured at Mounnt Bterling, was shaved, in
w0 observed road, the enemy had seen the movement in | retaliation for the tonsorisl operations .
time to opposs it with conoentration. The loss sustained | his staff Ly - "

of Imboden's cavalry, disputing the further advance of the

9 Sunday, about
distance behind. Hia
rear guard was overtaken sbout two miles wast of Liberty,

0

ral hundred prisopers, and were driving the enemy with '

fully sttached, they retreaied without au sesault, aod re-

. Beveral

miles, all the depots be.




